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Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER),
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator
from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS),
the Senator from XKentucky (Mr.
MCcCONNELL), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

The result was announced—yeas 48,
nays 25, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 509 Ex.]

YEAS—48
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leahy Sinema
Carper Lujan Smith
Casey Manchin Stabenow
Collins Markey Tester
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden

NAYS—25
Blunt Hawley Scott (SC)
Boozman Hoeven Sullivan
Braun Kennedy Thune
Cassidy Lankford Tillis
Cotton Lee Tuberville
Crapo Marshall Wicker
Cruz Rubio Young
Grassley Sasse
Hagerty Scott (FL)

NOT VOTING—27

Barrasso Fischer Ossoff
Blackburn Graham Paul
Burr Hyde-Smith Portman
Capito Inhofe Risch
Cornyn Johnson Romney
Cramer Kaine Rounds
Daines Lummis Sanders
Ernst McConnell Shelby
Feinstein Moran Toomey

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. DUR-
BIN). Under the previous order, the mo-
tion to reconsider is considered made
and laid upon the table, and the Presi-
dent shall be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

———

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
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nation of Executive Calendar No. 579,
Jinsook Ohta, of California, to be United
States District Judge for the Southern Dis-
trict of California.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Catherine Cortez Masto, Sheldon
Whitehouse, Debbie Stabenow, Jack
Reed, Alex Padilla, Tammy Baldwin,
Benjamin L. Cardin, Christopher A.
Coons, Christopher Murphy, Jeff
Merkley, Patty Murray, Ron Wyden,
Tina Smith, Kirsten E. Gillibrand,
Cory A. Booker, Richard Blumenthal,
Martin Heinrich.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Jinsook Ohta, of California, to be
United States District Judge for the
Southern District of California, shall
be brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER),
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator
from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS),
the Senator from XKentucky (Mr.
MCCONNELL), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RiIscH), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 47,
nays 25, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 510 Ex.]

YEAS—47
Baldwin Durbin Menendez
Bennet Gillibrand Merkley
Blumenthal Hassan Murkowski
Booker Heinrich Murphy
Brown Hickenlooper Murray
Cantwell Hirono Padilla
Cardin Kelly Peters
Carper King Reed
Casey Klobuchar Rosen
Collins Leahy Schatz
Coons Lujan Schumer
Cortez Masto Manchin Shaheen
Duckworth Markey Smith
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Stabenow Warner Whitehouse
Tester Warnock Wyden
Van Hollen Warren
NAYS—25

Blunt Hawley Scott (SC)
Boozman Hoeven Sullivan
Braun Kennedy Thune
Cassidy Lankford Tillis
Cotton Lee Tuberville
Crapo Marshall Wicker
Cruz Rubio Young
Grassley Sasse
Hagerty Scott (FL)

NOT VOTING—28
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blackburn Hyde-Smith Risch
Burr Inhofe Romney
Capito Johnson Rounds
Cornyn Kaine Sanders
Cramer Lummis Shelby
Daines McConnell Sinema
Ernst Moran
Feinstein Ossoff Toomey
Fischer Paul

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 47, the nays are 25.
The motion is agreed to.
———

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

The PRESIDING OFFICER.
clerk will report the nomination.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Jinsook Ohta, of California,
to be United States District Judge for
the Southern District of California.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

NOMINATIONS

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
rise today to talk about some nominees
and how important it is to keep ad-
vancing nominees.

A President should be able to have
his Ambassadors in place so we can
deal with the rest of the world, and we
have key people who are still missing
from Agencies, many of whom got
through committees with strong bipar-
tisan support. Let me start with one of
them.

Today, I rise to discuss the impor-
tance of the Senate swiftly confirming
Alan Davidson, one of President
Biden’s very important nominees to
the Department of Commerce. If con-
firmed, he will play a crucial role in
the coming months and years in mak-
ing sure every American has access to
reliable, affordable internet.

Mr. Davidson has been nominated to
be the Assistant Secretary for Commu-
nications and Information at the De-
partment of Commerce’s National
Telecommunications and Information
Administration, NTIA. OK. That
sounds like a lot of words, but what
does it really mean?

As head of the NTIA, Mr. Davidson
will oversee the distribution of the $40
billion for broadband infrastructure
funding coming out of our bipartisan
infrastructure bill. So his job couldn’t
be more important as we look at pro-
viding high-speed internet to every cor-
ner of this country. He will also play
an important role in expanding wire-
less internet networks, promoting fair
competition in the digital sector, and
ensuring every American has access to
affordable and fast internet.

The
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As you know, after months of nego-
tiations between Democrats and Re-
publicans, this Senate came together
to pass the President’s bipartisan in-
frastructure law, making a once-in-a-
generation investment to improve
roads, rail systems, and public transit,
address climate change by updating
our power grid, and, yes, invest in
high-speed internet.

It is the largest investment our coun-
try has ever made in high-speed inter-
net. I was proud to lead in the Senate
the base bill—Representative CLYBURN
led it in the House—to make this hap-
pen when it comes to broadband.

Affordable and reliable internet ac-
cess is more important now than ever
as students and families rely on the
internet to learn or work from home,
access telehealth services, and stay
connected to loved ones.

As 42 million Americans, including 16
percent of households in rural Min-
nesota, lack reliable broadband access,
the need to make the promises of this
law a reality could not be more urgent.
As head of the NTIA, Mr. Davidson will
be responsible for overseeing the roll-
out of funding for broadband grants
across the country. We don’t want to
wait. We need someone who Kknows
what he is doing in place now.

With more than two decades of expe-
rience in the public and private sector
as an executive, someone who worked
in technology, and as an attorney, it is
clear Mr. Davidson is ready for this
job.

He served in the Department of Com-
merce during the Obama administra-
tion, where he was the Department’s
first Director of Digital Economy. His
background in privacy and internet
policy will be invaluable. I am con-
fident he will protect consumers, pro-
mote competition, and make this his-
toric law meaningful for everyday
Americans.

His nomination has earned support
from a broad array of organizations, in-
cluding the Chamber of Commerce, the
National Consumers League, the Open
Technology Institute, and more than 80
others.

I should also point out that eight
former heads of the NTIA, Republicans
and Democrats alike, have urged the
Senate to confirm Mr. Davidson. And
he did very well in the committee. He
came out of the committee with bipar-
tisan support.

To me, this should just be done like
this. We should just get it done
through this Chamber, but we wait
through this morass of rules. Instead of
making the rules easier so we can re-
store the Senate so we can actually de-
bate issues, we literally spend hours
and hours and hours and hours on
nominees who received Republican sup-
port in the committee because one per-
son decides, well, I am going to hold
that one up.

We need to get this done now because
while we wait, students, parents, and
workers without high-speed internet
are falling behind. I have heard too
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many stories, as I know every Senator
in this chamber has heard, about peo-
ple from our States who have jumped
through hoops just to get online.

One high school student in Otter Tail
County, MN, had such weak internet at
her house that she always had to drive
to the parking lot of a liquor store to
take her online biology quizzes. I met
her mom. She told me the story her-
self. I have also heard from rural doc-
tors who rely on the WiFi in McDon-
ald’s parking lots to read their pa-
tients’ x rays when they are outside
the office on weekends. That is just un-
acceptable. So we need to make sure
that this historic broadband funding
gets out the door and that we have
someone in place to administer it.

In addition to this hugely important
work, Mr. Davidson will also be respon-
sible for implementing upgrades to our
9-1-1 system. In a crisis, no one should
be put in danger because of outdated 9-
1-1 systems, and first responders, pub-
lic safety officials, and law enforce-
ment must be able to communicate
seamlessly.

As a member of the Senate Com-
merce Committee and as one of the
chairs of the Congressional Next Gen-
eration 9-1-1 Caucus, I know that these
upgrades are urgently needed to help
move the country’s largely outdated 9-
1-1 call centers and related technology
into the digital age. We need to enable
9-1-1 call centers to handle text mes-
sages, pictures, videos, and other infor-
mation sent by smartphones, tablets,
and other devices when faced with an
emergency. Mr. Davidson, with his vast
array of experience, will help to bring
our 9-1-1 systems into the 21st century
by providing State and local govern-
ments with the resources they need to
update our emergency response net-
works and keep our communities safe.

I urge my colleagues to support Mr.
Davidson’s nomination today to move
our country and our economy forward.
The stakes are too high to wait.

Mr. President, I also come to the
floor today to speak on the many Am-
bassador nominees who are ready for a
vote but are being held up by some of
our colleagues on the other side. I em-
phasize ‘‘some’ because many of these
nominees got strong bipartisan sup-
port.

While I appreciate the progress we
are now making on some of the nomi-
nees as we speak, many have been
waiting months for a vote. When we
finish today—at least tonight or when
we finish in the next few days—more,
we know, will still be waiting because
we have well over 100 people who have
been waiting for a vote, over 150 people
waiting for a vote.

This unnecessary delay is sabotaging
our diplomatic efforts around the
world. The State Department is made
up of some of the best, the brightest,
and the most patriotic citizens. By fail-
ing to confirm Ambassadors, whether
to Irag—we know how important that
is—Equatorial Guinea, or Japan, we
are hurting not only the nominees and
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our Foreign Service officers but also
all those who look to America as a bea-
con of democracy.

First, let’s look at Elizabeth Moore
Aubin, who was nominated to be Am-
bassador to Algeria in April and was
reported out of the committee in
June—June—the beginning of summer.
We are now in the middle of winter.

Algeria is an important partner in
northern Africa when it comes to eco-
nomic and strategic security issues.
Aubin is clearly up to the task. She
previously served as the Assistant Sec-
retary for the Bureau of Near Eastern
Affairs and served as the Deputy Chief
of Mission in Algiers, Algeria, during a
2013 terrorist attack.

Aubin knows from her years at the
State Department and from her first-
hand experience what it takes to keep
Americans safe overseas. Yet she has
been held up for 6 months. Americans
and Americans in Algeria deserve bet-
ter.

Angola. Another Ambassador who
has been waiting since June is
Tulinabo Mushingi, who has been nom-
inated to serve as Ambassador to An-
gola and several other islands off the
coast of eastern Africa. He has already
served as Ambassador and Deputy
Chief of Mission to our Embassy in
Ethiopia, so he will be ready to take on
this role on day 1.

Through our country’s partnership
with the Angolan Government, we have
made significant progress in removing
thousands of landmines and advancing
economic growth in the region. The
United States and Angola will be bet-
ter served with an experienced Ambas-
sador, and he should be confirmed
promptly.

Yet that is not all. We also must
move forward with Claire Cronin,
whom President Biden nominated to be
the Ambassador to Ireland. Cronin was
the first woman to serve as the Massa-
chusetts House majority leader and the
first woman to chair the Massachusetts
House Judiciary Committee. President
Biden nominated her in June, 6 months
ago, and she advanced from committee
nearly 2 months ago, in mid-October.

Ireland is an economic partner, a se-
curity partner, and, of course, the
United States is home to many proud
Irish Americans.

We need Ambassador Cronin to move
forward.

I know we are making progress, but I
think of a country like Japan, where
Rahm Emanuel has been nominated—
Japan.

My good friend, whom we lost this
year, Vice President Mondale, was the
Ambassador to Japan, and I remember
how proud they were when he got voted
through and went to Japan. They were
so proud that the United States of
America sent an ambassador to their
country, someone of great experience.

This is the case of all these Ambas-
sador nominees. Our country deserves
to have people over there representing
our Nation. You think they don’t no-
tice, these countries?
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As I said, we are making progress.
Today or tomorrow, we may vote to
confirm Denise Campbell Bauer, Presi-
dent Biden’s nominee to serve as Am-
bassador to France. Bauer was nomi-
nated in July, 5 months ago, and is
only now coming to the floor for a
vote. She served as Ambassador to Bel-
gium, including during the 2016 ter-
rorist attack in Brussels. She is well
qualified for this role.

France is our oldest ally and friend,
and while we may be making progress,
I am deeply concerned that our Repub-
lican colleagues have needlessly de-
layed this post.

I urge my friends on the other side of
the aisle to lift their hold on these Am-
bassadors and the dozens of other
qualified, dedicated nominees.

We know there are negotiations afoot
that we can move forward. Let’s get a
bunch of these done.

The United States must be able to
have strong people in place for our al-
lies to deal with problems overseas and
to represent proudly the United States
of America.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
KING). The clerk will call the roll.

The bill clerk proceeded to call the
roll.

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
BROWN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

VOTE ON OHTA NOMINATION

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask
for the yeas and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond. The yeas and nays are ordered.

All postcloture time has expired.

The question is, Will the Senate ad-
vise and consent to the Ohta nomina-
tion?

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSsSOFF), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER),
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), the Senator from Mississippi
(Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator from
Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Senator
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from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS),
the Senator from XKentucky (Mr.
MCcCONNELL), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

The result was announced—yeas 47,
nays 24, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 511 Ex.]

YEAS—47
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
cardin peahy Smith
arper ujan

Casey Manchin r?‘tabenow

A ester
Collins Markey
Coons Menendez Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Merkley Warner
Duckworth Murkowski Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warjren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden

NAYS—24
Boozman Hawley Scott (FL)
Braun Hoeven Scott (SC)
Cassidy Kennedy Sullivan
Cotton Lankford Thune
Crapo Lee Tillis
Cruz Marshall Tuberville
Grassley Rubio Wicker
Hagerty Sasse Young
NOT VOTING—29

Barrasso Fischer Paul
Blackburn Graham Portman
Blunt Hyde-Smith Risch
Burr Inhofe Romney
Capito Johnson Rounds
Cornyn Kaine Sanders
Cra',mer Lummis Shelby
Daines McConnell Sinema
Ernst Moran Toomey
Feinstein Ossoff

The nomination was confirmed.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PETERS). Under the previous order, the
motion to reconsider is considered
made and laid upon the table, and the
President will be immediately notified
of the Senate’s action.

CLOTURE MOTION

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Pursuant
to rule XXII, the Chair lays before the
Senate the pending cloture motion,
which the clerk will state.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Executive Calendar No. 580, David
Herrera Urias, of New Mexico, to be United
States District Judge for the District of New
Mexico.

Charles E. Schumer, Richard J. Durbin,
Brian Schatz, Martin Heinrich, Alex
Padilla, Jacky Rosen, Margaret Wood
Hassan, Dianne Feinstein, Benjamin L.
Cardin, Richard Blumenthal, Angus S.
King, Jr., Bernard Sanders, Christopher
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Murphy, Sheldon Whitehouse, Sherrod
Brown, Michael F. Bennet, Christopher
A. Coons.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of David Herrera Urias, of New Mexico,
to be United States District Judge for
the District of New Mexico, shall be
brought to a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from California (Mrs. FEIN-
STEIN), the Senator from Virginia (Mr.
KAINE), the Senator from Georgia (Mr.
OSSOFF), the Senator from Vermont
(Mr. SANDERS), and the Senator from
Arizona (Ms. SINEMA) are necessarily
absent.

Mr. THUNE. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from Wyoming (Mr. BARRASSO), the
Senator from Tennessee (Mrs. BLACK-
BURN), the Senator from Missouri (Mr.
BLUNT), the Senator from North Caro-
lina (Mr. BURR), the Senator from West
Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the Senator
from Texas (Mr. CORNYN), the Senator
from North Dakota (Mr. CRAMER), the
Senator from Montana (Mr. DAINES),
the Senator from Iowa (Ms. ERNST), the
Senator from Nebraska (Mrs. FISCHER),
the Senator from South Carolina (Mr.
GRAHAM), the Senator from Tennessee
(Mr. HAGERTY), the Senator from Mis-
sissippi (Mrs. HYDE-SMITH), the Senator
from Oklahoma (Mr. INHOFE), the Sen-
ator from Wisconsin (Mr. JOHNSON), the
Senator from Wyoming (Ms. LUMMIS),
the Senator from XKentucky (Mr.
MCcCONNELL), the Senator from Kansas
(Mr. MORAN), the Senator from Ken-
tucky (Mr. PAUL), the Senator from
Ohio (Mr. PORTMAN), the Senator from
Idaho (Mr. RISCH), the Senator from
Utah (Mr. ROMNEY), the Senator from
South Dakota (Mr. ROUNDS), the Sen-
ator from Alabama (Mr. SHELBY), and
the Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr.
TOOMEY).

The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 45,
nays 25, as follows:

[Rollcall Vote No. 512 Ex.]

YEAS—45
Baldwin Heinrich Peters
Bennet Hickenlooper Reed
Blumenthal Hirono Rosen
Booker Kelly Schatz
Brown King Schumer
Cantwell Klobuchar Shaheen
Cardin Leahy Smith
Carper Lujan Stabenow
Casey Manchin Tester
Coons Markey Van Hollen
Cortez Masto Menendez Warner
Duckworth Merkley Warnock
Durbin Murphy Warren
Gillibrand Murray Whitehouse
Hassan Padilla Wyden

NAYS—25
Boozman Cotton Hawley
Braun Crapo Hoeven
Cassidy Cruz Kennedy
Collins Grassley Lankford
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